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Feedback on Debru’s 
keynote 



Six remarks

• 1) A career path is not linear: you have to try, test, and gradually find what suits you

• 2) Be pro-active in the application process, writing cover letters, etc.: ‘never give up’

• 3) There are objective criteria that increase the probability of success, such as: 
• having a Master's degree, 
• having spent time abroad, 
• mastering several languages... 
• and being a woman (positive discrimination by the EU institutions) 



Six remarks

• 4) Lobbyist work is a ‘painstaking job’ (‘travail de fourmi’) to: 
• i) understand what is going on, what the Commission's priorities are, etc.: ‘you

need to read a lot’ 
• ii) provide solutions, ‘be a force of proposals’ (... depending on the interests

you defend) 

• 5) The work of a lobbyist takes place both:
• inside the organisation for which you work (convincing your colleagues, other

departments) 
• and outside: you have to formulate 'elements of a position', a 'strategy' and 

therefore be convincing

• 6) In the lobbyist's job, you face a lot of failures and a lot of uncertainty: 
• ‘You work for months on a project and in 24 hours the wind changes, there is

an event and you have to start again’



Last but not least… 

• I observed two types of behaviour during the keynote: 

• Attentive students and high-quality questions 

• Students who are unable to stay calm and quiet from start to finish, who
take out their phones, who don't take notes, who don’t sit properly
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A European defence 
policy: An oxymoron? 



Politicial actor? 
From inward to outward narratives

• XXth century - Inward narratives 
• Peace inside the EU 
• Single Market
• Free circulation (Erasmus Programme) 
• Euro 
• CAP 

• XXIth century – Outward narratives 
• Strategic Autonomy 
• European Sovereignty
• Geopolitical Europe

• Foreign and defense policy? Specific competences



Outline 

• I. History

• II. Defence Policy

• III. Diplomatic Role

• IV. War in Ukraine 



I. History 



1) Prehistory: An old 
political idea 

• 17th century: constitution of a European army composed of 
270,000 infantrymen, 50,000 horsemen, 200 cannons, 120 
warships (Duke of Sully, Minister of Finance of Henri IV)

• 18th century: establishment of a European Senate and a 
European army of 24,000 soldiers (Abbot Charles-Irénée Castel 
de Saint-Pierre)

• 19th century: fewer proposals in a more stable international 
context 

• 20th century: conventional military cooperation, without 
supranational integration (Edouard Herriot) 



2) End of WW2–1998: 
A transatlantic alliance  

• Main threat? Soviet Union 

• 1949: NATO (from 12 to 30 MS + article 5) 

• 1954: European Defence Community 
(EDC)

• 50’s-90’s: Transatlantic Dilemma (between 
FR-UK)  



3) 1998–2009: An 
intergovernmental defence 
policy 

• Main threat (since mid 90’s)? Balkan War

• 1998-2001 : bilateralism + outside the EU

• 2001-2009: multilateralism + inside the EU 
• 2001: European Security and 

Defence Policy (ESDP) à Danemark: 
« opt-out » 

• 2009: From ESDP to CSDP: Common 
Security and Defence Policy 



4) 2009–2022: No longer 
just an intergovernmental 
game 

• Strategic context? Irak + Afghanistan 

• Main threats? Russia and jihadist terrorism 

• Intergovernmental tools:

• 2015: Mutual assistance/defence clause 
(article 42.7 TEU)
• Terrorist attacks in Paris (activated in 

Nov 2015) 

• 2017: Permanent Structured Cooperation 
(PESCO)
• EU25: Britain, Denmark, Malta 

• 2021: European Peace Facility 



5) 2009–2022: No longer 
just an intergovernmental 
game 

• Hybrid and supranational 
tools: 

• 2009: ‘Defence Package’: 2 
directives 

• 2017: European Defence Fund 
(EDF): 1 billion euros/year 

• 2019: European Commission, 
DG DEFIS 

• 2022: Strategic Compass 



6) The EU and… Europe 

• The European defence policy is also outside the EU (but still in Europe) 

• Lancaster House Treaties between France and the United Kingdom (2010) 

• European Intervention Initiative (E2I) (2017) 

• Aix-la-Chapelle Treaty between France and Germany (2019) 



To sum up: 
A 
differentiated 
European 
integration 



II. Defence 
Policy 



1) NATO’s Tasks

• Different tools (NATO, CSDP, EDF, E2I) with different 
tasks 

• Defend national/EU territories? 

• NATO + national armed forces… but not the EU (CSDP) 

• Why? ‘3D’ (M. Albright)
• Découplage (de la sécurité transatlantique)
• Dédoublement (des structures de l’OTAN) 
• Discrimination (à l’encontre des Alliés non 

membres de l’UE) 



2) EU’s Tasks

• Deploy national military forces outside 
the EU borders 

• More than 30 missions since 2003 



3) Dying for 
the EU?  



4) MS are (still) 
running the show 

• CSDP (political dimension): Intergovernmental method

• At the heart of the decision-making: European Council, 
(informal) Council
• Since 2001: Political and Security Committee

(COPS), EU Military Committee (CMUE), EU 
Military Staff (EMUE)

• Since 2004: European Defence Agency (EDA)  

• European Parliament: advisory role (‘sub-committee’ 
security and defence) 

• European Commission: no legislative initiative

• EU Court of Justice: no prerogatives

• To sum up: The CSDP is less shaped by supranational 
institutions than by MS



5) The European 
Commission, an 
unexpected actor 

• Internal Market (economic 
dimension): Community method

• ‘Defence Package’ à 2 directives 
(2009)

• EDF (2017)

• DG DEFIS (2019) 



6) Industrial and 
Technological Sovereignty

• Building a "European Defence
Technological and Industrial Base" 
(EDTIB)
• European Champions: 

Airbus, MBDA 
• Ongoing programs: MGCS, 

SCAF, RPAS 

• Let’s watch… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ScNDhbErbBo&t=3s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScNDhbErbBo&t=3s


III. Diplomatic 
Role



Outline

• 1) History 

• 2) Location 

• 3) HR/VP  

• 4) Organization 



1) History 

• Birth? 2009 

• (Lisbon Treaty) 



2) Location 

• Rond Point Schuman, Brussels 

• … and around the world: 139 
EU delegations (# European 
Commission)



3) HR/VP 

• High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security 
Policy 

• Vice-President of the 
Commission  

• Ashton (2009-2014), 
Mogherini (2014-2019), 
Borrell (2019-)



4) 
Organization 

• Legally, not an institution

• Sui generis institutional body: neither
intergovernmental nor supranational 

• Merger of the services of DG RELEX and half of 
the DG DEV (Commission) + DG-E (Council's
SG) (60%) 

• + staff from the Member States (40%) 

• = 3500 staff 



IV. War in 
Ukraine



1) Is the EU 
powerless? 

• EU defence policy (CSDP) is governed by the 
intergovernmental method

• As a result, supranational institutions have 
limited prerogatives and resources

• It is a sovereign decision of the Member States 
to keep their prerogatives and resources in 
their own right 

• Therefore, the EU has the means to act that
are granted to it by... the Member States 

• Finally, it can be recalled that the role of the 
CSDP is not to defend European territory
(NATO's role) but to project armed forces 
outside the EU's borders for peacekeeping
purposes



1) Is the EU 
powerless? 

• The maintenance of the intergovernmental rule limits 
the EU's political responsiveness since the unanimity 
rule applies 

• It is also for this reason that the sanction packages 
decided by the EU on 24 February are economical 

• The intergovernmentalist, liberal intergovernmentalist 
and new intergovernmentalist theories help to 
understand this phenomenon 



2) Is the EU 
powerful? 

• However, it is rather unexpected to see a 
‘revival’ of European defence policy

• Several initiatives and institutional innovations 
have been taken in recent years

• Within the EU, these initiatives are not 
exclusively intergovernmental but also hybrid
(European Peace Facility) and supranational 
(DG DEFIS and EDF) 



2) Is the EU 
powerful? 

• Since February 2022, it is also 
unexpected to see such a strong 
political unity among the 27 through a 
sharing (Europeanisation) of the 
Russian threat 

• The neo-functionalist theory helps to 
understand this phenomenon 





Gentle 
reminder: 
Review session 

• November 15, 2022, 6.15 pm - 7.15 pm 

• Not compulsory  

• On Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/91933734833?pwd=bE9qRV
hSWkxqakdwY1IxL2RhWGdvQT09

• ID de réunion : 919 3373 4833 / Code secret : 
e*Z1gRj&


