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• 2018, University of Oxford

• Sciences Po Paris, Sciences Po Lille, Polytechnique

• Director of DAC, Two books on the way 
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I. Warm-up



What do you know about the 
European Union, its 
institutions and its 
challenges?



7) Test your
knowldege

• The UK left the European Union in 2020 after 
a referendum decision in 2016. When did the 
UK join the EU? 

• a. 1972

• b. 1973 

• c. 1974 



7) Test your
knowldege

• Is Charles Michel the President of: 

• a. The Council of Europe

• b. The Council of ministers 

• c. The European Council 



7) Test your
knowldege

• From 1 January 2022, the eurozone will have 
a 20th member state. Which state is it: 

• a. Poland

• b. Croatia 

• c. Slovakia 



The Eurozone 



II. Opening remarks



1) Aim
• Understanding the EU through its 

main institutions and policy 
challenges 

• Going beyond your opinion, by 
sharing facts and analyses

• Complementarity between the 
seminar and the lecture



2) Working 
method  

• Before: Must read the compulsory 
readings and prepare the homework 
you have to do; strongly 
recommended to read the elective 
readings and follow European 
political news

• During: You can ask your questions 
during the questions/answers (Q&A) 
and you should active during each 
session

• After: The Powerpoint will be online 
the day after each session and you 
can already download all the syllabus 
and compulsory readings from this 
page: 
https://samuelbhfaure.com/2a-eu-
institutions-s/

https://samuelbhfaure.com/2a-eu-institutions-s/


3) Sources

• Textbooks in English and 
French 

• Scientific articles (Cairn)

• Information database 
(Europresse) 

• Specialized information 
websites (blog, think 
tank, etc.)



4) Assessment

• Two collective exercises
• a) Review of a current event (30%)
• b) Scientific debate (30%)

• One individual exercise
• c) Final paper (40%)



a) Review of 
a current 
event

• For this exercise, four groups of three to five 
students should be formed

• Each session will begin with a review of a current 
event by one group of students: 
• Russia and War in Ukraine (S2) 
• Climate Change and Energy Policy (S3) 
• Citizens and Democracy (S4) 
• Enterprises, Industry Policy, Digital Issues (S5) 



a) Review of 
a current 
event

• Each group of students will have: 

• to choose an angle of analysis from this topic 
and justify the interest of this angle, this 
subject (introduction) 

• to present the updated position of the four 
main EU institutions (in the following order: 
European Council, Commission, Parliament, 
Council)

• to highlight three issues encountered before 
opening the debate with an opening question
to the other students 



a) Review of 
a current 
event

• This review should follow this format (9’): 

• Introduction (1’) 

• Part 1 
• Position of the European Council (1') 
• Position of the Commission (1') 
• Position of the Parliament (1') 
• Position of the Council (1’) 

• Part 2 
• Issue 1 (1') 
• Issue 2 (1') 
• Issue 3 (1') 
• Opening question (1’)

• Each group must send an email to me 24 hours before their 
presentation, with: 
• a Powerpoint presentation 
• a one-page Word document summarising their 

research work (see syllabus, page 3) 



a) Review of 
a current 
event

• The interest of this exercise is threefold: 
• to analyse a broad political issue from a specific 

problematic/analytical angle 
• to understand the divergent or convergent 

positions between EU institutions 
• to give a clear and precise account of what is at 

stake politically in Brussels

• Three evaluation criteria: 
• interest of the subject (why does this current 

event matter?) 
• time management and clarity of the analysis 

(what do you want us to keep in mind from your 
presentation?) 

• responsiveness to questions posed to the group 
(did you respond accurately to questions posed by 
other students or the professor?) 





a) Review of 
a current 
event

• Pick and choose on session (three to 
five students per group) : 

• Russia and War in Ukraine (S2 – 27 
Sept) 

• Climate Change and Energy Policy (S3 –
11 Oct) 

• Citizens and Democracy (S4 – 25 Oct) 

• Enterprises, Industry Policy, Digital 
Issues (S5 – 8 Nov) 



b) Scientific 
debate 

• The second part of the seminar will consist of 
one debate that will focus on one major 
question concerning EU institutions and 
challenges:

• S1: Covid-19 – What are the effects of the Covid 
crisis on the European Union: statu quo or shift?

• S2: Governance – Executive powers: Who 
governs, the Commission or the member states?

• S3: Lobbies – Do lobbyists affect the decision-
making process: in a decisive or marginal way?

• S4: War in Ukraine – Why is the EU powerful or 
powerless to act in Ukraine in the context of the 
war against Russia?

• S5: Brexit – Has Brexit reinforced the 
disintegration of the EU or its integration?



b) Scientific 
debate 

• For each question, there will be two 
possible answers

• E.g. Executive powers: Who governs, the 
Commission or the member states?

• Each group will have to defend one of the 
two theses by finding the best arguments 
to convince the class

• For this exercise, eight groups of two to 
three students should be formed 



b) Scientific 
debate

• If the required reading is to be used during the 
presentation, students are advised to mobilize 
other scientific references to defend their 
answer



b) Scientific 
debate

• This is an essential feature of this exercise: it is 
a scientific debate. Therefore, it is essential to 
use social science references and not 
journalistic or official sources from EU 
institutions

• The debate will take place in three parts: 
• the first group will present its arguments 

to answer the question posed for 6 
minutes (not four, not five!) with answer 
a

• the second group will argue for the 
opposite answer b for 6 minutes (not four, 
not five!) 

• Finally, there will be a Q/A session for 5 
minutes 



b) Scientific 
debate

• Each group must send an email to me 24 hours 
before their presentation, with: 
• a Powerpoint presentation 
• a one-page Word document summarising 

their research work 

• The point of this exercise is to work on building 
the strongest, most convincing argument in a 
rigorous way (with data, scientific references, 
theoretical arguments, etc.), even if your 
personal opinion goes against it

• Each group’s oral presentation will be 
evaluated by three criteria: 
• time management and clarity of 

presentation (and of your paper) 
• the strength of the argument through the 

choice of data and references  
• the quality of the answers during the Q/A 

session 





b) Debate

• Pick and choose your debate/your team: 

• Session 2 (27 Sep) – Governance 

• D1. Executive powers: Who governs, the Commission or MS?
• T1. The Commission 
• T2. MS 

• Session 3 (11 Oct) – Lobbies

• D2. Do lobbyists affect the decision-making process: in a decisive 
way or in a marginal way?
• T3. Decisive way
• T4. Marginal way

• Session 4 (25 Oct) – War in Ukraine 

• D3. Why is the European Union powerful or powerless to act in 
Ukraine in the context of the war against Russia? 
• T5. Powerful 
• T6. Powerless 

• Session 5 (8 Nov) – Brexit 

• D4. Has Brexit reinforced the disintegration of the EU or its 
integration?
• T7. Disintegration
• T8.  Integration



To sum up 

Sessions Current events Scientific debates

Session 1 (13 Sep) Introduction Covid-19

Session 2 (27 Sep) Russia and War in Ukraine Governance

Session 3 (11 Oct) Climate Change and Energy Policy Lobbies

Session 4 (25 Oct) Citizens and Democracy War in Ukraine

Session 5 (8 Nov) Enterprises and Industry Policy Brexit



c) Paper

• Each student must write a paper in English or 
French… 

• … not to exceed 1000 words (two pages), 
without footnotes and bibliography (plus or 
minus 10%) 

• This note should be sent before Tuesday, 
November 15 at 11 am / Saturday, November 
5 at 11 am

• Each hour of delay will result in a penalty of 
one point





5) General 
reminders

• Be on time 

• Seminars are mandatory 

• Activate the ‘silent’ mode of your phone 

• The seminar is organized into five two-
hour sessions 

• Each session is organized into two 55-
minute sequences and a five-minute 
break



6) Social Media

• Twitter: @samuelbhfaure

• Linkedin: Samuel B. H. Faure 



III. Methodology



How do you 
analyse an 
article/book 
chapter?

• You need an analytical grid: 

• 1) Context 

• 2) Content (all the article, only the article)  

• 3) Comments 



1) Context 

• a) Who is the author? 

• b) When was the paper written? 

• c) Where was the paper published? 



2) Content 
(all the 
article, 
only the 
article)

• a) Question (the main one) 

• b) Argument (if you have one idea to keep in 
mind) 

• c) Results (main conclusions) 

• d) Other info that may be useful (for the 
seminar) 

• e) Content you don’t understand 



3) Comments
• a) Make links to other

articles/arguments/explanations developed in 
another session of the seminar or lecture 

• b) Make links to news/press reviews



IV. Compulsory reading
(Georgakakis, 2020) 



1) Context 

A) WHO IS THE 
AUTHOR? 

B) WHEN WAS THE 
PAPER WRITTEN? 

C) WHERE WAS THE 
PAPER PUBLISHED? 



1) Context 

A) WHO IS THE 
AUTHOR? 

B) WHEN WAS THE 
PAPER WRITTEN? 

C) WHERE WAS THE 
PAPER PUBLISHED? 

10 April 2020 
= lockdown



2) Content

• i) Which institutions? 
• Eurogroup
• Agencies (European Medicines Agency)
• Heads of State and Gov à European Council 
• European Central Bank 
• European Parliament 
• Charles Michel (European Council and not 

Council)
• European Commission  

• ii) Which challenges?
• A crisis – Covid-19 



2) Content

• a) Question (the main one) 

• What are the effects of the Covid crisis on the EU?

• b) Argument (if you have one idea to keep in mind) 

• Positive effect of the Covid crisis on the EU

• c) Results (main conclusions) 

• Not only focus on the Eurogroup but observe the decisions of the other 
EU institutions: ‘écheveau de relations complexes’ ; ‘mille-feuille 
institutionnel’ 

• d) Other info that may be useful (for the seminar) 

• Three meetings in 12 days (10-23 March) of the European Council à
crisis 

• EU budget: 1% of EU27 GDP 

• e) Content you don’t understand? 




