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I. News 



Have you heard of the 
‘Red team’? 
• In France, the Red Team Defense is a classified 

program of the Defense Innovation Agency, 
conducted with the Armed Forces General Staff, the 
General Directorate of Armaments and the General 
Directorate of International Relations and Strategy

• This program aims to bring together authors, 
cartoonists and science-fiction scriptwriters with 
scientific and military experts to imagine future 
threats to France or its interests

• Website: https://redteamdefense.org/

https://redteamdefense.org/


II. Simulations 



Read one question and answer it in 
less than 30 seconds 
1. How do you analyse a scientific article (in four key words)? 

2. Which states are participating in the Tempest programme? 

3. Is the ‘DGA’ a bureaucratic or industrial actor? 

4. Which companies are participating in the SCAF programme? 

5. Is Rolls-Royce a prime contractor or an equipement
manufacturer and why?



Simulation: Let’s rule the defence
industry! 
• What would your position be (in favor or against a European arms

programme), if you worked for:  

1. Dassault Aviation in the 80’s? 

2. Dassault Aviation in the 20’s? 

3. Airbus in the 20’s? 

4. Naval Group in the 20’s? 



Simulation: How would you work and 
build a strategy? 

• You are the British Prime Minister's adviser (under Blair and/or 
Johnson)

• Who has the most influence on your decisions and, therefore, with
whom do you need to focus your energy by having lunches, sending
notes, making daily calls, etc.? 



Simulation: Prove that you are an 
expert

• You go to the Fabrique Défense and you start to exchange on a stand 
with a representative of the defense industry who claims that 
companies are integrated on a European scale, and another one argues 
the opposite idea (absence of European champions).

• What do you answer him/her/them to qualify his/her/their statement?



Faure, Joltreau, Smith, 2019b (session 3)



Simulation: How to write a draft? 

• You are an intern for an arms elite (officer/industrial
representative/MP/etc.) who has been invited to speak at a conference
on building a ‘European defense and technology industrial base’ 
(EDTIB)

• The question is as follows: the European Commission, secondary actor
or game-changer? 

• You have to write a draft: what do you propose? 



Faure, 2020 (session 4) 





III. Arms trade and export control 
(compulsory reading, session 5) 



Outline

• 1) Trends in international arms transfers, 2020 (SIPRI, 2021)  

• 2) Béraud-Sudreau and Meijer, 2016

• 3) Béraud-Sudreau et al., 2015 



3) Béraud-
Sudreau et al., 
2015 



Béraud-Sudreau et al. (2015)

• i) Case studies

• ii) Puzzle

• iii) Argument

• iv) Results



i) Case studies 



Source: Lucie Béraud-Sudreau



ii) Puzzle 

• Why do some European states strongly regulate arms exports and 
others less strongly?



iii) Argument

• Falsified Arguments (state of the art) 

• Executive actors

• Varieties of capitalism

• Europeanisation



iii) Argument

• Two explanatory variables: 

• Parliament's position in the decision-
making process
• The more central its decision-

making position is, the more likely
it is that arms sales will be
regulated

• The issue of arms sales to the public: 
degree of salience and media coverage
• Definition of ‘salience’: the level of 

attention (‘silent’ or ‘noisy’ politics) 
given by citizens to one public 
problem (the arms trade) rather
than another one (poverty, 
terrorism, climate change)



iv) Results 

• The main states in Europe do not regulate the arms trade in the 
same way  

• This political variation is explained by the effect of Parliament and 
public opinion 





New 
challenges 
for export 
controls

• Political opposition

• Ethical debates 

• Came back to the agenda with 
the war in Yemen

• Some countries have stopped 
exports to Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE > not France

• Parliamentary report to 
strenghten export controls in 
this context

• But pushback from the 
government (according to 
leaked documents by the 
investigative journalists from 
the Disclose consortium)

• European cooperation

• France becomes 
isolated at the 
European level on this 
issue

• It complicates joint 
armament 
programmes with 
partners (e.g. 
Germany)

• Difficulty to find 
common ground





Général Bernard Norlain 


