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I. Syllabus 



Outline 

• 1) Topic 

• 2) Programme

• 3) Aim and method

• 4) Assessment

• 5) Sources 



1) Topic 



Topic 

• What do you have in 
mind when you think
of ‘Arms, Business 
and Politics’? 



Topic 

• What do you have in 
mind when you think
of ‘Arms, Business and 
Politics’? 



Topic

• Definition of 
‘Arms/Armaments’?  

• Military equipment
• Technological

development
• Industrial production  
• Use by the armed

forces 



Topic 

• What do you have in mind
when you think of ‘Arms, 
Business and Politics’? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJZa90g9WSk (8’30)
https://www.france.tv/france-5/c-etait-ecrit/c-etait-ecrit-saison-1/1113745-le-depart-de-monsieur-hulot.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJZa90g9WSk
https://www.france.tv/france-5/c-etait-ecrit/c-etait-ecrit-saison-1/1113745-le-depart-de-monsieur-hulot.html


Topic

• Business/Politics

• Interdependent relations 
states/firms

• (International) Political economy 

• Defence capitalism 



Topic 

• How is the defence industry structured: still 
dominated by the US and Russia or should China be 
taken into account? 

• In Europe, do companies matter and are they 
national or European champions? 

• Who governs the defence industry – democratically 
elected political actors or the lobbies that form part 
of what is called the ‘military-industrial complex’? 

• Are France, Germany and the UK’s decision-making 
shaped by the same political economy? 

• How does the state regulate the arms trade and why
do some states regulate more than others? 

• What do new military technologies like drones or 
cyber represent for states: new (economic) 
opportunities, new (strategic) risks?





2) Programme



Sessions

Arms, 
Business 

and Politics

1. Introduction

2. Governance

3. Firms

4. Alliances

5. Arms Trade 
and Export 

Control

6. 
Disarmament

7. Nuclear
Deterrence

8. Conclusion



Sessions



Guests

• S3 – Renaud Bellais, MBDA

• S3 – Valérie Bertheau, Thales

• S3 – Axel Nicolas, GICAT

• S5 – Nicolas Gracieux, iXblue

• S6 – Général (2S) Bernard Norlain

• S7 – Benoît Pelopidas, Sciences Po

Groupement des Industries Françaises de Défense et de Sécurité Terrestres et Aéroterrestres





3) Aim and 
method 



Aim 

• Sharing with citizens data and analyses on
a sector of industry and public policy that is
little known despite the major economic,
political, military and democratic stakes
involved

• Preparing students for a professional
experience (i.e. internship)

• Developing practical skills (know-how),
based on the body of knowledge produced
by the field of political science (political
economy)

• Body of knowledge that constitutes a
resource for understanding the forms and
transformations of political economy in the
defence industry and for understanding
how decisions are made and implemented,
i.e. its governance



Aim

• Developing professional habits (‘good practices’): 
• Reading difficult and long articles every week 
• Seeking verifiable information through cross-references
• Producing rigorous and original analyses
• Developing creative strategies
• Taking the initiative
• Asking questions to guests in front of 35 people
• Working in English and in teams



Method

Before: Reading –
Knowledge  

During: Debating –
Guests  

After: Writing –
Assessment 





4) Assessment



Assessment

• Two mandatory exercices: 

• i) Oral participation (40%) 

• ii) Drafting of a position paper in a 
team & 24h (60%)



i) Oral participation (40%)

• ‘Who runs the game, states or 
companies?’
• Argument #1, from from 

Belkadi to Latuille
• Argument #2 from Le 

Divenac’H to Zilocchi

• Q/A with guests



ii) Taking part in a simulation (60%)

• A group of six or seven students writes a position paper (1,500 
words) in English or in French

• Defining the position formulated by an actor (politicians, civil 
servants, officers and industrialists)… 

• ... according to a major political issue that is summarized in the 
form of a scenario by the professor



ii) Taking part in a simulation (60%)

• The position paper is structured in three parts: 

• The strategy to be developed to achieve a defined objective (the 
shortest: one paragraph) 

• The contextualized implementation of the strategy by revealing its 
strengths (the longest) 

• The risks of this strategy, in order to anticipate the reactions of other 
actors 



ii) Taking part in a simulation (60%)

• 24h
• Composition of each group 
• Last week of January or first week of February 2022 

• Three goals: 
• Using the knowledge presented in the first seven sessions of the seminar
• Working as a team in a stressful situation 
• Developing a strategy by implementing a set of skills

• Evaluation criteria: the coherence, originality and realism of the strategy 
developed



iii) Getting bonus point 

• Each student chooses one of four different options: 
• A policy paper 
• A speech 
• A factsheet/summary sheet
• A review article 

• In English or French 
• Must not exceed 1,500 words, without footnotes and bibliography   
• This note should be sent before Thursday, January 20 at 9 pm
• Each hour of delay will result in a penalty of one point 
• A = +2,5; B = +1,5; C = +0,5 (on your oral participation grade) 





5) Sources 



Sources

• Where do you look for 
information to write your paper? 

• Syllabus 

• Scientific references: handbooks, 
books, articles 

• Think tanks 

• Specialized information websites



Think tanks 
AFRI - Annuaire français des relations internationales http://www.afri-ct.org

Brookings Institution http://www.brookings.edu/

Bruegel - Brussels European and Global Economic Laboratory http://www.bruegel.org

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace http://www.carnegieendowment.org/

CEPS - Centre for European Policy Studies http://www.ceps.be

CER - Centre for European Reform http://www.cer.org.uk

Chatham House (The Royal Institute of International Affairs) http://www.riia.org

CSIS - Center for Strategic and International Studies http://csis.org/

DGAP - Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Auswärtige Politik http://www.dgap.org

ECFR - European Council on Foreign Relations http://www.ecfr.eu/

EPC - European Policy Centre http://www.epc.eu

Fondation Robert Schuman http://www.robert-schuman.eu

FRS - Fondation pour la recherche stratégique http://www.frstrategie.org/

German Marshall Fund of the United States http://www.gmfus.org

IFRI - Institut français des relations internationales http://www.ifri.org

IISS - International Institute for Strategic Studies http://www.iiss.org/

IRIS - Institut de relations internationales et stratégiques http://www.iris-france.org/

IRSEM - Institut de recherche stratégique de l’École militaire http://www.defense.gouv.fr/irsem

ISS - Institut for Security Studies of the EU (Chaillot Paper) www.iss-eu.org

Notre Europe, Institut Jacques Delors http://www.notre-europe.eu/

RAND Corporation http://www.rand.org/

SIPRI - Stockholm International Peace Research Institute http://www.sipri.org/

SWP - Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik http://www.swpberlin.org

Woodrow Wilson Center http://www.wilsoncenter.org/



Quantitative 
data

• SIPRI, The top 100 arms-producing and military services companies, 
2018 (Dec 2019):

• https://www.sipri.org/publications/2019/sipri-fact-sheets/sipri-top-100-arms-producing-
and-military-services-companies-2018

• SIPRI, Mapping the international presence of the world’s largest arms
companies (Dec 2020): 

• https://www.sipri.org/publications/2020/sipri-insights-peace-and-security/mapping-
international-presence-worlds-largest-arms-companies

• SIPRI, Trends in world military expenditure, 2019 (April 2020): 
• https://www.sipri.org/publications/2020/sipri-fact-sheets/trends-world-military-

expenditure-2019

• SIPRI, Trends in international arms transfers, 2019 (March 2020): 
• https://www.sipri.org/publications/2020/sipri-fact-sheets/trends-international-arms-

transfers-2019

• Ministry of Defence (DGA, FRS), Notebook on International Defence
Companies, 2020 (Jan 2020): 

• https://www.defense.gouv.fr/dga/actualite/l-edition-2020-du-calepin-des-entreprises-
internationales-de-defense-est-en-ligne

• IISS, The Military Balance: 
• http://www.iiss.org/en/publications/military-s-balance

• Annual reviews of interest groups (GIFAS, GICAN, GICAT, ASD)

https://www.sipri.org/publications/2019/sipri-fact-sheets/sipri-top-100-arms-producing-and-military-services-companies-2018
https://www.sipri.org/publications/2020/sipri-insights-peace-and-security/mapping-international-presence-worlds-largest-arms-companies
https://www.sipri.org/publications/2020/sipri-fact-sheets/trends-world-military-expenditure-2019
https://www.sipri.org/publications/2020/sipri-fact-sheets/trends-international-arms-transfers-2019
https://www.defense.gouv.fr/dga/actualite/l-edition-2020-du-calepin-des-entreprises-internationales-de-defense-est-en-ligne
http://www.iiss.org/en/publications/military-s-balance




II. Introduction 



Outline 

• 1) Typology of armaments and 
actors

• 2) Demand: Global military
expenditures by states 

• 3) Supply: The world's leading
companies



1) Typology of 
armaments 
and actors 



Typology of armaments

Armaments



Typology of armaments

Armaments

Aeronautics

Land-based

Weapons
Systems

Naval



Typology of actors

Actors



Typology of actors

Actors

Bureaucratic
stakeholders

Military
stakeholders

Political
stakeholders

Industrial
stakeholders

Non-state 
stakeholders

International 
stakeholders

Joël Barre (FR) 
Sir Nicholas Carter, Chief of Defence Staff (UK)

Margarita Robles (SP)
Alessandro Profumo (IT) 

Marc Darmon (FR) 
Thierry Breton (FR) 





2) Demand: 
Global 
military 
expenditures 
by states



States' global military expenditures:
trend since the end of the Cold War



States' military expenditures
worldwide in 2019

$1917 billion
(2.2% GDP)



Which state spends the most on
defence?



The highest military expenditure in
2019: A few ‘players’

Remark #1: 
A few players

Remark #2: 
India is the 3rd

Remark #3:
The Big 2

Remark #4 
EUR4: 9,2%

Remark #5: 
Some changes



Military expenditure: Uneven global
distribution





3) Supply: 
The world’s 
leading 
companies



Total arms sales of companies, 2002-
18



Arms sales of the world's top 100
companies in 2018 (except China)

$420 billion



A big business? Indeed, but all is
relative 



The world's largest arms seller?

+ $47 billion (2018)



Beyond the name of a company,
what does an ‘arms seller’ look like?

Lanzmann, de Beauvoir, Sartre



https://samuelbhfaure.com/2020/06/09/li
vre-avec-ou-sans-leurope-le-dilemme-de-
la-politique-francaise-darmement/



The top 25 arms-producing (2019):
American, European and… Chinese
companies



Arms sales: Uneven global distribution

Remark #1
USA: + 50%

Remark #2 
EUR4: 22,5%







Conclusion 

• Demand: 
• Top 5: US (38%), China (14%), India, Russia, 

Saudia Arabia 
• European States matter: France, Germany, 

Britain, Italy
• Increase of military expenditure in the 21st 

century 

• Supply: 
• Top 5: only US companies (59%) + Chinese 

and Russian companies
• European companies matter (22.5%) 
• Increase of arms sales in the 21st century 



Conference 

https://aed-ihedn.fr/quels-nouveaux-modeles-pour-lindustrie-de-defense-europeenne



http://assets-plus.eu/challenge/

Challenge 



Next week – GOVERNANCE: 
Who runs the game, states or companies? 


