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I. Opening remarks 



1) Aim

• Understanding the EU through its main 
institutions and policy challenges 

• Going beyond your opinion, by sharing 
facts and analyses

• Complementarity between the seminar 
and the lecture



2) Working
method

• Before: Must read the compulsory 
readings and prepare the homework 
you have to do; strongly 
recommended to read the elective 
readings and follow European political 
news

• During: You can ask your questions 
during the questions/answers (Q&A) 
and you should active during each 
session

• After: The Powerpoint will be online 
the day after each session and you can 
already download all the syllabus and 
compulsory readings from this page: 
https://samuelbhfaure.com/2a-eu-
institutions-s/

https://samuelbhfaure.com/2a-eu-institutions-s/


3) Sources

• Textbooks in English and French 

• Scientific articles (Cairn)

• Information database (Europresse) 

• Specialized information websites
(blog, think tank, etc.)



4) Assessment

• Two collective exercises

• a) Press Review (25%) 

• b) Debate (25%)

• One individual exercise

• c) Paper (50%)



a) Press Review 

• Each session will begin with a press 
review in the form of a role play

• The students are divided into four 
groups. Each group represents one of the 
four main institutions of the European 
Union: the Commission, the European 
Council, the Parliament and the Council 
of Ministers 

• Each group is asked to present in exactly 
three minutes (not two minutes, not four 
minutes) a current event that has taken 
place in the last two weeks in the 
institution you represent



a) Press Review 

• You can therefore choose any current 
event you wish as long as it has taken 
place in the last two weeks and has a 
direct link with the institution you 
represent

• You don't need a Powerpoint. Student 
groups are formed by the professor

• In each group, you can't deal with the 
same current event for each of your 
presentations: you have to change each 
time

• At each session (from session 2 to 
session 5), a different person from the 
group will present the press review



a) Press Review 

• Two or more groups can deal with the same 
current event (Covid-19, Afghanistan, 
climate change, etc.) but necessarily with 
different angles of analysis

• Thus, each week we will have four different 
insights into each of the main institutions of 
the EU

• Thus, each student will make a press review 
presentation during the semester. If your 
classmates from other groups ask 
questions, the entire group (not just the 
person who presented) can answer the 
questions 

• You will receive four grades for this exercise 
(one per press review) 





a) Press 
Review 

• Who wants to inform us about : 

• 1) Commission 

• 2) European Council 

• 3) Council of Ministers 

• 4) European Parliament 



b) Debate

• The second part of the seminar will 
consist of two debates that will focus 
on two major questions concerning 
the institutions and challenges of the 
EU

• For each question, there will be two 
possible answers corresponding to 
two answers

• Each group (composed of two 
students) will have to defend one of 
the two theses by finding the best 
arguments to convince the class



b) Debate

• For example, in session 2, one of the 
two debates is about ‘Executive 
powers: who governs, the Commission 
or the Member States?’ 

• One group will have to defend the 
answer ‘The Commission’ and the 
other group the alternative ‘The 
Member States’. Each group will have 
to focus its argumentation exclusively 
on one answer

• If the required reading is to be used 
during the presentation, students are 
advised to mobilize other scientific 
references to defend their answer



b) Debate

• The debate will take place in three parts: 
• The first group will present its 

arguments to answer the question 
posed for 6 minutes (not four, not 
five!) with answer x

• The second group will argue for the 
opposite answer/thesis y for 6 
minutes (not four, not five!)

• Finally, there will be a Q/A session 
for 5 minutes 

• If you use a Powerpoint, which is not
mandatory, it must be sent the day 
before your presentation (before 6 pm) 
to the professor 

• Each student will be required to provide 
one debate during the semester 





b) Debate

• Pick and choose your debate: 

• Session 2 (29 Sep) – Institutions 

• D1. Executive powers: Who governs, the Commission or the 
member states?

• D2. Legislative powers: who legislates, the MEPs or the 
national technocrats?

• Session 3 (13 Oct) – Decision-making

• D3. How are decisions made in the EU: intergovernmental 
method or community method?

• D4. Do lobbyists affect the decision-making process: in a 
decisive way or in a marginal way?

• Session 4 (27 Oct) – Policy Challenges 

• D5. Has the Eurozone crisis weakened or strengthened the 
European Central Bank? 

• D6. Is the EU's arms policy governed by the Member States or 
by the Commission?

• Session 5 (10 Nov) – Democratic and Institutional Challenges   

• D7. Democracy: citizens opposed or in favour of the European 
Union?

• D8. Has the Brexit reinforced the disintegration of the EU or 
its integration?



c) Paper

• Each student must write a paper in 
English or French… 

• … not to exceed 1000 words (two pages), 
without footnotes and bibliography (plus 
or minus 10%) 

• This paper should be sent before 
Thursday, November 4 at 11 am



c) Paper
• It consists of :

• i) formulate a puzzle on 
topic/case study of your choice 
linked to EU institutions and 
challenges

• Reminder: in social sciences, a 
problematic begins with a 
‘how’ (when we are interested 
in political processes) or with a 
‘why’ (when we are looking for 
explanatory variables)

Topics / Case studies

The crisis of the empty chair Estonia

Populist movements Emmanuel Macron

Strategic autonomy The EU and the regions

Marine Le Pen The EU and the world

France and the EU The French Presidency of the Council

European sovereignty The Common Agricultural Policy

The transfer of sovereignty Geopolitical Europe

Opt-out The democratic deficit

The European Council The EU and Africa

The parliamentarization of the EU European diplomacy

Brexit The European defense policy

Migration The Community method

The politicization of the European Charles Michel

The crisis of the Covid-19 The creation of the single market

Differentiated integration The European Central Bank

The crisis of the euro zone The intergovernmental method

The Commissioners Interest groups

Commission European disintegration

Enlargements Angela Merkel

Political regime European governance 

Crises and European integration Future of the EU



c) Paper 

• It consists of :

• ii) respond by presenting two 
competing theoretical arguments
that shed complementary light on 
the problematic previously 
formulated

• The bibliographic reference in 
French preferred for this exercise is 
the manual of theories of 
European integration available at 
the library and on Cairn: 
https://www.cairn.info/theories-
et-concepts-de-l-integration-
europeenne--9782724626353.htm

Theories / Approaches

Constructivist Multi-level 
governance

Discursive institutionalist Political theory

Europeanization Rational choice 
institutionalist

Historical institutionalist Sociology of elites

Liberal Intergovernmentalist Sociological 
institutionalism

Neo-functionalist Sociology of 
international 

relations

New Intergovernmentalist Sociology of public 
action

https://www.cairn.info/theories-et-concepts-de-l-integration-europeenne--9782724626353.htm




5) Compulsory readings



6) General 
reminders

• Be on time 

• Seminars are mandatory 

• Activate the ‘silent’ mode of your 
phone 

• The seminar is organized into five two-
hour sessions 

• Each session is organized into two 55-
minute sequences and a five-minute 
break



7) Social 
Media

• Twitter: @samuelbhfaure

• Linkedin: Samuel B.H. Faure 



II. Methodology



How do you analyse an article/book chapter?

• You need an analytical grid: 

• 1) Context

• 2) Content (all the article, only the article)  

• 3) Comments



1) Context 

• a) Who is the author? 

• b) When was the paper written? 

• c) Where was the paper published? 



2) Content (all the 
article, only the 

article)
• a) Question (the main one) 

• b) Argument (if you have one idea to 
keep in mind) 

• c) Results (main conclusions) 

• d) Other info that may be useful (for the 
seminar) 

• e) Content you don’t understand 



3) Comments

• a) Make links to other
articles/arguments/explanations
developed in another session of the 
seminar or lecture 

• b) Make links to news/press reviews



III. Compulsory reading
(Georgakakis, 2020)



1) Context 

a) Who is the 
author? 

b) When was the 
paper written? 

c) Where was the 
paper published? 

10 April 2020 
= quarantine



2) Content

• i) Which institutions? 

• Eurogroup

• Agencies (European Medicines Agency)
• Heads of State and Gov à European

Council 
• European Central Bank 

• European Parliament

• Charles Michel (European Council and 
not Council)

• European Commission  

• ii) Which challenges?

• A crisis – Covid-19 



2) Content

• a) Question (the main one) 

• What are the effects of the Covid crisis on the 
EU?

• b) Argument (if you have one idea to keep in 
mind) 

• Positive effect of the Covid crisis on the EU

• c) Results (main conclusions) 

• Not only focus on the Eurogroup but observe 
the decisions of the other EU institutions: 
‘écheveau de relations complexes’ ; ‘mille-
feuille institutionnel’ 

• d) Other info that may be useful (for the 
seminar) 

• Three meetings in 12 days (10-23 March) of the 
European Council à crisis

• EU budget: 1% of EU27 GDP 

• e) Content you don’t understand? 





Session 2 (29 Sep) – Institutions

COMPULSORY READING FRÉDÉRIC MÉRAND, JULIEN
WEISBEIN. INTRODUCTION À
L’UNION EUROPÉENNE. BRUXELLES :
DE BOECK, 2011, P. 41-66.

Debate #1 Executive powers: Who governs, the Commission or
the member states?

Debate #2 Legislative powers: who legislates, the MEPs or the
national technocrats?


